
Does God Have Favourites? 
  

I was at a recent local church event and watched a 

young mother of five children as she skillfully and  

lovingly parented each one through the morning  

worship and fellowship time afterwards. From the 

boisterous older boys to the younger sister running to 

catch up, to the toddler who tasted everything and 

then the sweet baby boy on her hip, I admired her attention to each one's needs 

and the freedom she gave them when it was safe. If you asked me, I would not be able to say which child was her 

favourite. She had an obvious love for each one. 

  

Have you ever been in a situation where favouritism was at play? When favouritism works against us, it's easy to 

protest: “But I’m more qualified!” "He's always the one making the bad choices!" “I have more experience!” 

“She’s never been someone we can count on!” No, we certainly do not like favouritism. 

  

If you've found yourself feeling passed over, unseen, neglected, taken for granted, rejected, may I encourage you 

with these words:  

Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favouritism…” Acts 10:34 

The Apostle Peter had been under the impression that his own people, the Jewish people, were the special ones 

God loved. But God brought Peter into contact with a non-Jewish man named Cornelius who had been brought to 

faith in the true God. This showed Peter that God loves all people. He does not show favouritism. Once Peter dis-

covered this, he told Cornelius and his family about what Jesus had done to save people from their sins.  

God refuses to play favourites. We are all in need of love and direction by our Heavenly Father. It doesn’t matter 

how rich or poor we are, it doesn’t matter if our upbringing was easy or rough; it doesn't matter if we can deci-

pher the Scriptures in five languages or never passed an English class. The Heavenly Father loves every single one 

of us.  

Our God does not play favourites. He loves you, no matter what. May you revel in that love, and live in freedom, 

knowing He is watching over you.  

 

PS. Feel free to pass along this Good News to someone who needs to know how loved they are by their Heavenly 

Father. 
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Church of the Nazarene 2019 Report 
 

General Secretary Gary Hartke and Nazarene Research Services released the    

annual Church of the Nazarene statistical reports for 2019. These detailed reports 

documenting the missional activities of the denomination on a global scale show 

growth for the Church of the Nazarene over the statistical year, as well as        

continued growth over the past decade. 
 

 Global reports show total current membership for the Church of the Nazarene at 2,616,741 a 

net increase of 37,498 (1.45 percent) from 2018 
 

 The denomination welcomed in 138,750 new Nazarenes this year 
 

 The fastest-growing regions in membership were Eurasia (4.13 percent), and Mesoamerica (3 

percent) 
 

 There are currently 30,875 churches in the denomination, an increase of 163 from last year's 

report. Of the churches listed, 23,158 are considered officially organized, a gain of 96 in that 

category 

  

 The Church of the Nazarene has 18,566 ordained elders, 918 ordained deacons, and 

10,239 licensed ministers 

February 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

Alberta Family Camp 

Registration opens 

2 
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Valentine’s Day 

15 
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23 24 25 26 27 

Harmattan  

Registration Opens 

28 29 

Harmattan  

Frost Fest 

February 2020 

February is Alabaster Month! 



SPARK Conference 2020 

SDMI is pleased to host our 2nd annual SPARK retreat at 

Camp Harmattan May 21-23, 2020. SPARK is a 3-day/2-

night event for local children’s leaders and volunteers, which 

provides leadership development, teaching, resourcing, and 

equipping, as well as an opportunity to connect with and 

learn from other children’s ministry leaders from across our 

district. What can you expect at this retreat? Participants 

will enjoy engaging workshops and seminars aimed at empowering and resourcing 

them for their local church ministries, as well as times of  team-building and prayer 

for our children’s ministry on Canada West District. Last year, participants left    

feeling inspired and encouraged, with heads swimming with new ideas and        

strategies, as well as armloads of  free curriculum and prizes to take home and use 

in their local churches! Mark your calendars now for this exciting event! 

Canada West District’s event             

will take place on May 21-23 at                      

Camp Harmattan 

If  you have any questions, please contact 

Sheri-Lynne Martin (cwdkids@telus.net or 

403-845-7089) 
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SPARK Conference 2020 
 

 

Skyview Community’s Newest Addition 
 

My name is Britni Green and I am so excited to join the Canada West District this year! My husband, Fabian Parra, 

and I will be moving soon to Skyview Community Church in Calgary, Alberta. I will be the new Associate Pastor 

there and Fabian will explore his options in ministry. I am from Ohio, United States, and Fabian is from Bogota, 

Colombia. We have been married for nine years and spent eight years in Australia. We were worship leaders and 

we were SDMI and NMI leaders for seven years at Thornbury Community 

Church of the Nazarene (TCC Naz) in Melbourne, Australia, and I was our 

district’s SDMI (Australia Southern District). I felt my calling to fulltime     

pastoral ministry and was the Associate Pastor at TCC Naz for five years   

under Pastor Paul Spanos, where I attended the Nazarene Theological      

College in Brisbane, Australia, remotely. In May 2019, we had to leave     

Australia and lived in Ohio until God led us to Calgary. We are excited for 

this new chapter and journey in our lives and for what God has planned for 

the Canada West District and His Kingdom. We look forward to meeting         

everyone!   



 

Missionaries at Harmattan Family Camp 2020 
 

 

We are excited to announce that Andrew & Hayley  

Tarrant will be joining us at our Harmattan Family 

Camp as the Missionaries for 2020. They are located in 

El Paso, Texas. They focus on both Nazarene Border 

Initiative endeavors and Nazarene Missionary Kid Care.   

They have served on Canada Pacific District at Legacy 

Church of the Nazarene in Surrey, BC and Hope 

Church of the Nazarene in Hope, BC. Starting February 

of 2017, Andrew and Hayley accepted the invitation to 

take on this specialized assignment with Global Mission. Andrew and Hayley have 2 

boys, Samuel born in 2012 and Rees born in 2016. 

February is Alabaster Month 

The Alabaster Offering provides funds for property and 
buildings around the world. While we understand the 
church consists of the people of God and not a building, 
buildings erected for the purpose of ministry help     
provide a sense of permanence, functionally enhance ministry efforts, and     
convey an attitude that the Church of the Nazarene intends to "put down roots."          
Alabaster funds help provide land for many Work & Witness projects, and the  
entire Alabaster Offering goes toward the purchase of land and construction of 
churches, schools, medical facilities, and homes for missionaries and national 

workers.  

Stay Tuned: Coming your way to most        

Alberta churches, Roland Hearn, recently   

appointed Field Strategy coordinator for    

Australia/New Zealand will be our Spring NMI 

deputation tour speaker during the last    

couple weeks in May. If you have any      

questions, please contact Laurie Watton. 

(lauriedwatton@gmail.com) 



The Canada West NYI Council is looking for some motivated leaders to 
join our team as ‘Zone-Representatives’.   

What is a ‘Zone Representative’?  

We are glad you asked! As you know our district is pretty big in terms of 
geography. Canada West consists of three great provinces (Alberta,   
Saskatchewan & Manitoba).  As awesome as our NYI  Council is (and we 
are pretty awesome!), we cannot be in every area of our district, where 
there is a Nazarene church and youth presence. However we know 
there are great leaders already in those areas that can join our team and 
help us in our mission to have leadership in all corners of our great   
district!  

So if you are curious about where we need some representation, here 
are the zones we looking for leadership:  

Northern Alberta * Central Alberta * Southern Alberta  

Edmonton * Calgary * Manitoba * Saskatchewan 

So now that you have all the information, now you can consider the 
pitch. Pehaps you are in one of those zones, and perhaps you have a 
heart for youth and seeing youth find a relationship with Christ and 
joing Him in His mission. If you answered yes to any of those, then    
perhaps it is time to prayfully consider joining our team. We are excitied 
to see God’s plan for the youth on this district and we would love to 
have you along for the ride!! 

All About  
Valentine’s Day 

 The average man 
spends $130 
on Valentine’s Day, 
while  women 
spend about $70.  

 Teachers receive 
the most            
Valentine’s Day 
cards, followed by 
kids, mothers, 
wives and         
girlfriends.  

 The only other day 
that beats          
Valentine’s Day in 
floral sales is 
Mother’s Day.  

 The use of “X” 
came to represent 
Christianity, or the 
cross, in the Middle 
Ages. The symbol 
was used to sign off 
on documents.   
After marking with 
an X, the writer 
would often kiss 
the mark as a sign 
of their oath. The 
gesture grew 
among kings and 
commoners to   
certify books,     
letters and          
paperwork. These      
records were      
described as having 
been “sealed with a 
kiss.”  

 64% of men do not 
make plans in     
advance for       
Valentine’s Day. 
(Hint Hint)  

InTheZone InTheZone All About  
  Valentine’s Day 
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GUEST SPEAKER: REV. VERN HANNAH (HELEN) 



Ukrainian Christmas Party  
with my buddy Brayden 

"Attendance & Scripture Bucks"  
Garage Sale at Calgary 1st  
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Preaching at Innisfail Church 

Kid's Moment with  
Newly Trained Puppeteers after 

Saturday’s Training Session 

I would love to come along side you and your ministry team in 2020.   

Also, is your church Nazarene Safe?  We have Nazarene Safe 101 and  

Nazarene Safe 201 Training Sessions available!   

You can contact me at cwdkids@telus.net or 403-845-7089.  

CWD Staff  Party  

Hanging out with the  
Sudanese Children's Choir 

Planning, teaching, and having fun with my Canada West Church Family!   

What an amazing adventure! 

mailto:cwdkids@telus.net


Do you know your pastor? I mean do you really know your pastor? What are their hobbies? What do they 

like to eat? Where are they from?... These are the questions we all may have pondered at some point. Well 

today we can get some answers, we have polled all the pastors on the Canada West District to find out the 

things we are all wondering. The December version gives you get a chance to learn about Steve Conklin and 

Terry Fach. 

Do You Know Your Pastor? Do You Know Your Pastor? 

1. What’s the name of your home town?  

Steve: Collingwood, ON 

Terry: Born in Wainwright, but have lived in    
Calgary for past 24.5 years 

 

3. How did you become a part of the Church 

of the Nazarene?  

Steve: Through Doug & Shelly Webb 

Terry: Cradle-Nazarene--father was a Nazarene 

pastor 

 

5. What is your favourite pastime?  

Steve: Spending time with my family! 

Terry: Cycling 

 

7. If you are recommending a place to eat in 

your area, what place you say?  

Steve: The Mess Hall 

Terry: River Cafe (main course); Village Ice 

Cream (dessert) 

2. Where are you currently serving?  

Steve: Chaplain at Fort Saskatchewan 

Correctional Centre  

Terry: Ambrose University 

 

4. What is your favourite scripture?  

Steve: Proverbs 3: 5 & 6  

Terry: Ephesians (all of it) 

 

6. My ideal vacation is...  

Steve: ...with my family 

Terry: Near water, sunny and warm,       

cycle-friendly 

 

8. My favourite meal is...  

Steve: Pork Chops & Fries 

Terry: Brunch  

9. If I wasn’t a pastor, I would 

probably be....  

Steve: ...Lost 

Terry:  A University chaplain...hey, 

wait a minute... 
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WILLS AND ESTATE PLANNING SEMINARS: SPRING DATES AVAILABLE   

 

Dr. Riley Coulter, Director of Stewardship Services for the Church of the Nazarene Canada, is available to        

present a Wills and Estate Planning seminar in your church. The seminar is held on Sunday afternoon, following 

a light lunch after church. It is entitled Estate Planning: A Proposition of Values. There is no charge to attend. 

Topics covered in the seminar include establishing clearly defined goals in planning for your future; wills and 

estate planning, including power of attorney & health care directives; understanding assets, liabilities and    

ownership issues; family law considerations and trusts; and charitable giving through your estate.  

 

The seminar is of significance to all age groups, and will have special interest to young couples, parents of young 

families, as well as those reaching middle age and planning for retirement. Dr. Coulter is available to preach on 

the topic Generosity: God’s Call to His People in the morning service. There is no expense to your church for this 

ministry; expenses are covered by the National Board of the Church of the Nazarene Canada.  

 

Please contact Dr. Coulter to book this seminar in your church. Email: richardrileycoulter@gmail.com or 

403.829.6949  



Prayer Request... 
When Daniel and Ashley Reist married in 2012, they were excited to eventually start a family of their own: and 
they had lots of practice, too, with Daniel working as a junior high teacher and Ashley as a junior kindergarten 
teacher. In 2018, after several years of frustration, heartbreak, and prayer, the Reists found out that they were  
finally pregnant, and on August 8th, they learned that they weren’t just expecting one little bundle of joy, but two. 
During an ultrasound that following November, they received devastating news. While Baby A was developing  
normally, Baby B was diagnosed with a serious heart defect. Baby B’s heart was so small that even the experts 
couldn’t provide a comprehensive analysis as to what was wrong, but still, the Reists left the doctor’s office with a 
preliminary diagnosis: Baby B was dealing with something called Pulmonary Atresia. Baby B’s pulmonary arteries 
were too small to perform properly, so his body developed work-around arteries known as MAPCAS to carry      
essential blood to his lungs. Daniel and Ashley were crushed. They spent the next few months wondering what this 
diagnosis would mean for their hopes, their dreams, and their family. As the pregnancy continued, they resolved 
to stay positive and excited, and to enjoy the experience that they’d waited so long to have, no matter what the 
future held.  

On March 16th, Baby A, Isaac, was born hale and healthy, followed shortly after by precious Baby B, Emmett. To 
mom and dad’s surprise and delight, their little family of four was discharged five days after birth, and they spent a 
blissful few weeks at home getting to know each other and meeting the rest of their family. Emmett is a sweet, 
sensitive little guy who loves to snuggle, and Isaac is friendly and cheerful, always ready with a big, goofy grin. At 
the beginning of May, the Reists got a call that Emmett’s first surgery was booked for the following week. They 
packed up and headed to Edmonton, where Emmett would have access to doctors specializing in his condition. On 
May 6th, Emmett had his first heart surgery, which involved inserting a Mee shunt to assist in blood flow through 
the pulmonary arteries. The goal of this surgery was to help the pulmonary arteries grow bigger, so a more        
permanent repair could be made later. This surgery went as expected, and the Reists were relieved and prepared 
to go back home as soon as they could. However, two days after the surgery, Emmett suffered a traumatic cardiac 
arrest. That night, he was hooked up to an ECMO machine, and his heart and lungs were kept working and     
pumping with technological assistance. Two days later, he miraculously was able to disengage from the machine, 
but the battle was far from over. The Reists learned that Emmett’s cardiac arrest caused significant damage to the 
white matter in his brain.  

Emmett will likely have developmental delays and struggle with his motor skills as he grows. When this kind of 
damage occurs in infancy, it’s hard to know what the outcome will be, but the Reists remain hopeful that their  
special little guy will learn to thrive with his unique challenges. Emmett spent 79 days in the hospital recovering 
from that harrowing night. Since coming home, the Reists have learned that there is nothing else that Edmonton 
surgeons can do for Emmett. His corrective heart surgery will need to take place at Stanford in California, USA. As 
the paperwork is in the process of being completed to allow for this journey, the Reists have started gathering 
funds to support their family as they prepare for the journey to the States this spring, and possibly again later next 
year. Some of the funds will also be going towards the extensive therapy programs he will need in the up coming 
years to help him thrive.  

Emmett has many challenges ahead of him, but mom, dad, and big brother Isaac are prepared to do whatever it 
takes to meet these challenges and overcome them as a family. Already, Emmett has demonstrated incredible 
bravery and resiliency. He is remarkable in so many ways, but most importantly of all, he is deeply loved. The 
Reists are so grateful for your prayers and your emotional, spiritual, and financial support. Together, we can help 
Emmett live his best and fullest life!  

If you would like to follow Emmett’s story and are on Facebook you can ask to join the group:                                      
      “Emmett Reist Heart Hero”  



Definition of a 

Church 
 

Any group that meets    

regularly for spiritual  

nurture, worship, or         

instruction, with an  

identified leader and 

aligned with the message 

and mission of the Church 

of the Nazarene may be  

recognized as a church and 

reported as such for District 

and general church        

statistics. 
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2020 Summer Camp Dates 
Grade 1-2: July 5th (4 PM) - 7th (1 PM) Grade 3-4: July 1st (10 AM) - July 4th (10 AM) 

Grade 5-6: July 8th (10 AM) - July 11th (4 PM) Grade 7-8: July 14th (1 PM) - July 18th (1 PM) 

Grade 9-12: July 20th (1 PM) - July 25th (1 PM) 

Family Camp: July 31st – August 9th  

This our annual winter event! A fun time 
of activities, lunch, snacks, a bonfire, 
crafts, and a chance to reconnect with 
Camp Harmattan friends. This is no cost 

event, but registration is required. Saturday, February 29, 2020 at 10 AM – 2 PM. Please 
follow the link to register today! https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/camp-

harmattan-association/events/frost-fest-2020/ or Call the Camp Office (403)556-2824 

Registration for Summer Camps opens on 

Thursday, February  27th  

What’s Happening At    

  Camp Harmattan... 

"Evolution, Creation, and the Breath of God”  
Dr. Darrel Falk | February 12, 2020 

 

On February 12, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. Dr. Darrel Falk will be giving a public lecture 
at Ambrose University. Following Dr. Falk’s lecture a panel of Ambrose faculty 
will respond to the lecture. Parking is free. 
  
Dr. Falk is Emeritus Professor of Biology at Point Loma Nazarene University in 
San Diego where he has been based since 1988. In 2009, he, along with noted 
geneticist, Francis Collins and others, founded BioLogos, an organization        
dedicated to showing the compatibility between mainstream science and the    
Christian faith. Falk, who began his advanced education with one year at         
Canadian Nazarene College, a predecessor of Ambrose University, earned a  
doctorate in genetics from the University of Alberta. Besides his extensive 
writing at the BioLogos website, he is the author of Coming to Peace with       
Science (InterVarsity Press) and, with Dr. Todd Wood, and The Fool and the   
Heretic: How Two Scientists Moved beyond Labels to a Dialog about Creation 
and Evolution (Zondervan). 
  
For more information, contact Terry Fach: tfach@ambrose.edu 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/camp-harmattan-association/events/frost-fest-2020/?fbclid=IwAR1cE2R32OG_xiGabSFuzT9L4PvgAbhlKE9TjoB9IV3-idrN6gGl5k0cfeo
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/camp-harmattan-association/events/frost-fest-2020/?fbclid=IwAR1cE2R32OG_xiGabSFuzT9L4PvgAbhlKE9TjoB9IV3-idrN6gGl5k0cfeo
mailto:tfach@ambrose.edu


The Canada West district held its annual Pastor's Prayer 
Retreat January 20-23. Rev. Heather Prendergast         
facilitated discussion around the calling as a minister. 
There were several opportunities for private prayer, small 
groups, and corporate worship and   prayer time. Space 
was included in the schedule for  fellowship and            
opportunities to share with one another. There is always 
room for more pastors to join us! Plan now to be a part of 
our prayer focus January 2021. 

 

Bernado and Juanita, along with one of their sons, arrived in Winnipeg     
January 2 to begin planting a new work in the northern part of Winnipeg. 
They have a daughter living in New Zealand and one son still serving in the 
Philippines. Strategic planning has already begun as we continue to reach out 
in the community of Winnipeg. Pastor Bernado led the worship time at our 
first annual Prayer Summit, held at the River of Life church January 9, for all 
our Manitoba ministries. We look forward to next year's summit and      
gathering with old and new friends. 

 

Rev. Heather Prendergast has recently moved to Alberta from the Canada Pacific 
district, and will begin her new role as chaplain to the Alberta MLAs in Edmonton, 
starting February. Heather is one of five chaplains nation-wide with this mandate, 
working with the organization Leading Influence (www.leadinginfluence.com). The 
vision is that there will eventually be a chaplain in every provincial legislature. 
Please be in prayer for Heather as she begins her new assignment and seeks to build 
relationships across party lines. If you have a connection with your MLA, Heather 
would welcome the opportunity to meet them personally. She can be reached 
at heather.hpconsult@gmail.com. 

There are a couple of pastors on Canada West that will be starting retirement: Rev. 
Doug Sedore & Rev. Ken Austin. Doug Sedore most recently served  in our Sherwood 
Park Church of the Nazarene. Doug and his wife Donna, pastored for 42 years of   
ministry in 8 different churches across Canada. Doug also served with Building Hope 
compassionate ministry centre in Edmonton, Hope in Strathcona (provides sober    
living accommodations and other addiction recovery services), and many missions 
trips to Seed of Hope in South Africa, and to Honduras. He also worked for Winnipeg 

Harvest and the Canadian Food Grains Bank. He will continue 
to serve as chaplain in one of the local prisons.  

Rev. Ken Austin retired late December 2019 from his role as 
chaplain with the Red Deer Regional hospital. Ken was        
ordained 11 years ago on Canada West. We appreciate the 
many ways Ken served and continues to serve through the 
ministry of presence, through seminars, and speaking opportunities.   

 

 

Canada West News 

http://www.leadinginfluence.com/
mailto:heather.hpconsult@gmail.com


 

  
 

Palcon is coming this Summer to Ambrose        

University. August 11-13. 
 

The featured speakers include:  

      David Graves, Olivia Metcalf,  

    Ian Fitzpatrick, Holly Fortier & Joanne Beach. 

 

Full Conference rate (Includes all meals beginning with dinner on the   

opening evening and, at no additional charge, on-campus housing T-W-Th): 

 - $199 USD through July 10 ($229 after July 10) 

 - $179 USD spouse rate (no date restrictions) 

 - Single-Day rate: $109 USD (Includes breakfast, lunch, and dinner on 

         the day registered) 
 

For more information or to register, go to:  

palcon.org/ambrose  

(Registration Opens February 3rd)   

PALCON   
2020 

 
Congratulations to Rev. Tim & Sharron 

Kirby, who received the Distinguished 

Service Award for their outstanding 

contributions to Nazarene Missions over 

the years.  

 

Be sure to send a congrats their way! 



In Loving Memory In Loving Memory 
Joyce Martha Hoffman (nee Gerhardt) passed away peacefully at the Brentwood Care Centre in 

Calgary, AB on Friday, December 6, 2019 at the age of 89 years. Joyce will be lovingly  

remembered by Harold, her husband of 68 years; daughter Brenda (Pat); daughter-in-law  

Bonnie; sister, Erma; 5 grandchildren, and 4 great-grandchildren. Joyce was predeceased by her 

son, David and sister, Pearl. 

Joyce will be remembered by her sweet, loving spirit and close walk with God. She served with 

her husband in the pastoral ministry for over 40 years and is thought of by many in the churches 

where she served as an “ideal pastor’s wife”. She had a selfless spirit, always putting her family 

and friends before her own needs. Joyce had a beautiful smile and her sense of humour always 

brought a smile to others. She will be missed by many, but we rejoice that she is now in a place 

where there is no more pain and suffering. 
 

Earl Edward Schwartz passed away on Saturday, December 14th at the age of 83 years. Earl was 

born on August 4, 1936, in Canwood, Saskatchewan to Beecher and Ivy Schwartz. His early years 

were spent on the family farm in Mont Nebo, Saskatchewan, before moving to Melfort at age 

nine. Earl spent most of his youth on the family farm just northwest of Melfort in the Thatch 

Creek District. He attended Thatch Creek Elementary School, then for high school attended both 

Two Rivers Bible Institute (now Nipawin Bible College) and Canadian Nazarene College, then in 

Red Deer. 

Earl married Audrey Grant on July 4, 1958 and settled on the Ted Grant family farm while  

working at the Melfort Experimental Farm in Crop Analysis. During this time, the couple was 

blessed with three children: Judy in 1959, Laurie in 1962, and Kelly in 1966. 

Earl’s greatest joys were his faith and his family. He leaves to remember him, his wife of 61 years, Audrey, his daughter 

Judy (Steve) and their children Christi (Jay) and Brett (Claire); son Laurie (Cheri) and children Kyla, Kenzie, and Kieran; and 

son Kelly (Jody) and children Alanna (Jordan), Adam, and Lauren; and his great-grandchildren Brady and Calder. He was 

predeceased by his parents Beattie and Ivy and brother David and his survived by brothers Keith, Larry (Eileen), Bernie 

(Louise) and sister Darlene, as well as many nieces, nephews and wonderful friends. The family is grateful for the  

exceptional care and support Earl received during his final days at the Red Deer Hospice. A celebration of Earl’s life was 

held at Red Deer First Church of the Nazarene on Thursday, December 19, 2019.   

 

Maria (Mary) Enns, passed away at the at the age of 92 at Jubilee Lodge in Kinistino Saskatchewan 

on January 6th, 2020. Mary was born on the farm at Silberfeld Manitoba on July 9th, 1927. Mary 

was one of 12 children who all remained close as they left home and lived their lived in different 

places. When Mary was approximately 30 she went back to school and became a teacher in a 

small one room school house in southern Manitoba. After further education she moved to 

Thompson Manitoba to teach grade three.  During her time in Thompson Manitoba, she met her 

future husband, Ben Enns. The two of them were married on November 2nd 1968 and they     

continued to live in Thompson. Over the next many years, they started a family and moved to 

Brandon, Manitoba. It was during this time that they were called into the ministry and with her 

husband as the pastor and Mary by his side they ministered with the Church of the Nazarene in Wapella and Prince    

Albert Saskatchewan. Mom was a major support over these years and was often very much apart of the work. Mom had 

a strong faith and hope in her Saviour, Jesus. She was a prayer warrior, spent much time in God’s Word and gave  

selflessly to others.  Mary is survived by her son Tim (Lindsay) Enns; daughter Sandra (Cory) Kirtzinger; Grandsons Noah 

and Joshua Enns; Siblings Jake Hildebrand, Tina Peters, Ed Hildebrand, and Anne (Abe) Peters and numerous nieces and 

nephews. 
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On January 24, 2020, Donald John MacDonald, loving husband and father of two sons passed away 

peacefully at the age of 77. 

Don was born on January 20, 1943 in Calgary, Alberta to the late John (Jack) and Stella Christina 
(Tena) MacDonald. He grew up attending Calgary First Church and was friends with Don Coulter, 
Ed Schneider, Gordie Quantz, Ken Greig & Chuck Titterington. Don met and married (on June 30, 
1962) his wife, Donna Lee Dallas, at First Church.  They raised two sons - Todd and Tim.   
He was in the communications industry most of his working career but took a break to pursue his 
love of farming in the Lacombe area.  Don loved all kinds of music but mainly country and         
western.  He was known for his quick wit, his infectious smile and kind and compassionate spirit.   
Besides his parents, Don was predeceased by his sister (Joanne) and brother-in-law (Abe).  He is 
survived by his wife of 57 years, Donna, and his two sons Todd (Natalie) and Tim (Lynn), grandson 

Austin (Shamila) and granddaughters Emma and Abbey plus numerous nieces, nephews and cousins. 
A Memorial Gathering was held on Saturday, February 1st at the Belmead Community Centre in Edmonton, Alberta. 

SPRING 2020 Course Offering at Ambrose University: 
By the Finger of God: The History and Practice of Healing and Deliverance 

 

 
Course description: An examination of the biblical, historical, and theological foundations of healing and              
deliverance ministry. The course begins by surveying biblical accounts and moments in Christian history in which 
God acts to heal and deliver his people—most fully expressed in Jesus’ inauguration of the kingdom of God, with its 
marks of physical healing and release from demonic oppression. It also analyzes the ways in which segments of the 
church have continued these practices and provides opportunities to experience the ministry of healing and        
deliverance. 
 
Course details: 

Runs from Monday April 27th to Friday May 1st, 2020, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm.  
$200.00 for laypeople and pastors, who are not current students at Ambrose University or Seminary.  
Available for either undergraduate or seminary credit at Ambrose University at regular tuition rates. 
Nazarene pastors: this course is available for CEU credit. 
Live-streamed for those unable to attend in person. 

 
For more information about the course and registration, please contact Dr. Rob Snow: rsnow@ambrose.edu.  

 
This course is co-taught by Dr. Rob Snow and Dr. Doug Balzer. Dr. Snow is Associate Professor of New Testament at 
Ambrose University and is an ordained elder in the Church of the Nazarene. Dr. Balzer is a spiritual renewal catalyst 
and serves as the Director of Innovation in the Western Canadian District of the Christian and Missionary Alliance. 

On January 16, 2020 Harry was ushered into the presence of Jesus. He was born in Donald, Washington 
U.S.A. on December 20, 1934. He attended high school in Yakima, then on to Cascade College in Oregon 
for his teaching degree. With his wife Carolyn, he attended Mt. View Bible College. He was ordained 
into the Christian ministry April 1965. He truly enjoyed both of his vocations. He taught and ministered 
both in Washington and Alberta. He is survived by his wife of 57 years Carolyn (Snyder) Johnson;  
daughter Valita (Brian) Oldridge; 4 grandchildren, Lavina Palsky, Andre Oldridge, Joshua Oldridge, Aleta 
Oldridge; 4 great-grandchildren Ara Palsky, Eli Palsky, Selah Palsky, Isaiah Palsky. He was predeceased 
by 2 daughters Joylene and Angela; mother and father Leonard & Ivy; his only sibling Laura Huston.  
Harry will be laid to rest beside his girls at the Didsbury Cemetery. We thank you all for your boundless 
love and care.  

mailto:rsnow@ambrose.edu


Mary Rearick Paul serves as vice president for spiritual development at Point     

Loma Nazarene University (PLNU).  She leads and provides oversight for Spiritual 

Development programming serving the undergraduate population. This includes  

chaplain ministries, Chapel programming, discipleship ministries, international      

ministries, and community ministries. She also provides oversight for spiritual care 

programs offered to PLNU’s graduate programs. She is a member of the President’s 

Cabinet. Dr. Paul has had various articles and chapters published. Her first book, 

Women Who Lead: The Call of Women in Ministry, was published in 2011. Dr. Paul 

has served on the Credential Committee, Studies Board, and as the coordinator for the assessment process for the 

New England District Church of the Nazarene, and currently serves on the Board of Ministry for the Southern 

California District Church of the Nazarene. She is also a member of the Leadership Board of the Peace River 

Christian Fellowship (affiliated with San Diego First Church of the Nazarene). 

Dr. Paul received her master of divinity from Boston University School of Theology and her doctorate of       

ministry from Asbury Theological Seminary with an emphasis in biblical preaching and leadership. She was    

ordained an elder in the Church of the Nazarene in 1991. She served as pastor at various churches in the New 

England region until joining the faculty, as an associate professor of Christian ministry, at Olivet Nazarene    

University in 2005. In 2007, she was appointed vice president for Spiritual Development at PLNU. Mary is   

married to Bruce Paul, who is also a Nazarene minister and has family roots in Alberta. (Bruce’s dad is Cecil 

Paul).  They have two young adult sons.  Bruce and Mary live in San Diego, California. 
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Alberta Family Camp Speakers 2020 

Gary Bennett spent his entire ministry career as a local church pastor on 

both Canada West District and Canada Pacific District. The son of Nazarene 

missionaries, Gary was born in Tokyo and spent the first 18 years of his life 

on the islands of Japan and Okinawa.   

Gary is a graduate of Nazarene Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Missouri 

(M.Div) and Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, Hamilton,                 

Massachusetts (D.Min).  He was ordained an elder in the Church of the    

Nazarene in 1982. He served as lead pastor for 7 years in Rocky Mountain 

House, Alberta, and 29 years in Victoria, British Columbia. Gary retired 

from full-time ministry in October 2019. 

Gary and his wife Cheryl (née Coulter) have raised 4 children and now enjoy helping spoil 4 grandchildren. 

When he isn’t spoiling the grandchildren, Gary’s recreational passions include catching really large fish and  

organizing annual backpacking expeditions on the West Coast Trail of Vancouver Island. 
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Upcoming  

At AMBROSE! 
 

ANNUAL PASTORS CONFERENCE 

Life Together: Discipleship in an Age of  Distraction  

Jesus asked us to make disciples. And most of us are doing our best. But it's hard: we live in an age of        

distraction, where so much competes with the call to follow Jesus, and so much undermines it. Is there a way 

to break through the noise and confusion, to find a clear and simple path forward? At this year's Pastor's     

Conference, Ambrose is teaming up with the Flourishing Congregations Institute to offer the latest research 

on Canadian churches as well as strategies from some of  

Canada's leading church thinkers and practitioners.  

Main Presenter: Dr. Joel Thiessen,                                               

        Professor of  Sociology  

February 19, 2020 | 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. MST  

Information: $89, plus taxes. Livestream rate: $39 

Register 3 or more at one time and receive a 10% discount.  

To register and for further information, please visit here. https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/2020-ambrose-university-

pastors-conference-life-together-discipleship-in-anage-of-distraction-tickets-58751292698  

 

 

Plunging the Depths of  Spritual Renewal 
with Dr. Roger Hellamd 

 

Saturday, February 22, 2020 

Ambrose University • 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 

Spiritual renewal in piety, prayer, power, and mission are possible, and so needed, for the church    

today. This workshop will explore key elements of personal and corporate spiritual renewal through 

the devout life. 
 

 Cost: $69 early bird registration; $79 regular (Includes snacks and lunch) 

 Sign up for a workshop at Eventbrite.ca (Search “Ambrose University”) 

 To register for academic credit please contact registrar@ambrose.edu 

 For more information contact: dquapp@ambrose.edu 
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Upcoming  

At AMBROSE! 



Canada West 

District 
Church of the Nazarene 

 

1243 Erin Dr. SE., Airdrie, AB 

T4B 2H3 

Phone: 403-912-3043 

E-mail: cwdnaz@telus.net 

www.cwdnazarene.org 

 

If you have anything 

you would like         

included in future       

issues of   

‘In The Loop’ 

 send it to Mitch at:  
 

cwdnaz@gmail.com  

It Happened in February... 

1st: The Beatles have their first number one hit in the United States with "I Want to Hold Your 
Hand". (1964) 

2nd: New Amsterdam (later renamed The City of New York) is incorporated. (1653) 

3rd: The Centre Block of the Parliament buildings in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada burns down with the 
loss of 7 lives. (1916) 

4th: Facebook, a mainstream online social networking site, is founded by Mark Zuckerberg. (2004) 

5th: Birth of Don Cherry (1934) 

6th: Elizabeth II becomes Queen of the United Kingdom and her other Realms and Territories 
and Head of the Commonwealth upon the death of her father, George VI. (1952) 

7th: The second full-length animated Walt Disney film, Pinocchio, premieres. (1940) 

8th: Sandford Fleming first proposes adoption of Universal Standard Time at a meeting of the Royal 
Canadian Institute. (1879) 

9th: William G. Morgan creates a game called Mintonette, which soon comes to be referred to 
as volleyball. (1895) 

10th: Queen Victoria of the United Kingdom marries Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha. (1840) 

11th: Nelson Mandela is released from Victor Verster Prison outside Cape Town, South Africa after 
27 years as a political prisoner. (1990) 

12th: Construction begins on the Gateway Arch in St. Louis, Missouri. (1963) 

13th: The Harvard–Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics announces the discovery of the universe's 
largest known diamond, white dwarf star BPM 37093.  (2004) 

14th: YouTube is launched by a group of college students, eventually becoming the largest video 
sharing website in the world and a main source for viral videos. (2005) 

15th: A new red-and-white maple leaf design is adopted as the flag of Canada, replacing the 
old Canadian Red Ensign banner. (1965) 

16th: Fidel Castro becomes Premier of Cuba after dictator Fulgencio Batista was overthrown 
on January 1. (1959) 

17th: First winter ascent of Mount Everest by Krzysztof Wielicki and Leszek Cichy. (1980) 

18th: Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain is published in the United States. (1885) 

19th: More than sixty tornadoes strike the Southern United States, one of the largest tornado     
outbreaks in U.S. history. (1894) 

20th: The Avro Arrow program to design and manufacture supersonic jet fighters in Canada is   
cancelled by the Diefenbaker government amid much political debate. (1959) 

21st: NASCAR is incorporated. (1948) 

22nd: At least six men stage Britain's biggest robbery, stealing £53m (about $92.5 million or €78 
million) from a Securitas depot in Tonbridge, Kent. (2006) 

23rd: Cuba leases Guantánamo Bay to the United States. (1903) 

24th: The United States Olympic hockey team completes its Miracle on Ice by defeating Finland 4–2 
to win the gold medal. (1980) 

25th: Adolf Hitler obtains German citizenship by naturalization, which allows him to run in the 
1932 election for Reichspräsident. (1932) 

26th: Kinemacolor, the first successful color motion picture process, is first shown to the general 
public at the Palace Theatre in London. (1906) 

27th: The current flag of Japan is first adopted as the national flag for Japanese merchant ships. 
(1870) 

28th: Pope Benedict XVI resigns as the pope of the Catholic Church, becoming the first pope to do 
so since Pope Gregory XII, in 1415. (2013) 

29th: For her performance as "Mammy" in Gone with the Wind, Hattie McDaniel becomes the 
first African American to win an Academy Award. (1940) 
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