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From The Desk Of The District Superintendent 

In The Loop 
From The Desk Of The District Superintendent  

A friend recently posted on Facebook, “It is 

raining red and yellow leaves!” Of course, we 

all know what she is referring to – the season 

of autumn has arrived. Author Heather Cofer 

mused, “Only God would be able to design 

something that is dying to be so beautiful.” 

Spring is the season when a budding leaf teems 

with the burst of new life; it grows and flour-

ishes until it is a full leaf. Once the cooler 

nights grow longer, that same leaf becomes a brilliant             

red or orange or yellow before dropping from its place                            

of nourishment to the ground, where it becomes a source of nutrient for that same tree to produce even more 

leaves the next year. 

Having received the news of a long-time district member’s homegoing, I readily observed the parallels of the 

leaf to the life of a believer. Our short season on earth does not mitigate our purpose and calling; to display the 

life of Christ. When we grieve the loss of a loved one, we do so in hope for what is to come, and our grief is 

mixed with the splendor we observe of a life of life well lived. 

I would like to draw another parallel of the leaf to the spiritual life of a believer. We have all seen a leaf laying 

on the side of the path, green and healthy as ever. We are aware, however, that it will not remain that way for 

long. Without being connected to the tree, that healthy leaf will soon wither and die.  

Friends, may I remind you, our spiritual lives will flourish only if we remain solidly affixed to the One who 

gives us life. Jesus’ words are recorded in John 15:5,6a,  

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in Me and I in him produces much fruit, because you can do 

nothing without Me. 6 If anyone does not remain in Me, he is thrown aside like a branch and he withers. (HCSB) 

May I encourage you, as the seasons change, to build rhythms into your life that help you remain in Christ. 

Spend time abiding with Him. Soak in His Word, meditate on it, memorize it. Don’t get used to a life that does 

not include remaining in Him. We are designed to be fruitful, but only if our Source is Christ Himself. 

My prayer for you today is that you will flourish as you abide in Him. 

May it be so           

          – Pastor Rose Brower-Young 



 

Missionary Tours Fall 2019 

Set Free Retreat 

The Set Free! Retreat is a weekend gathering hosted by Calgary 1st Church on November 1st & 

2nd. The retreat can help equip participants with the tools they need to conquer sinful habits, 

overcome addictions, heal emotional wounds, and confront the struggles we all encounter on a 

daily basis. Ages 16 and above are welcome. 
 

Dr. Rob Snow (Associate Professor of New Testament at Ambrose) is our  presenter for all of the 
sessions: 

• The Friday night session time is 6:45 - 9:15 & Saturday session time is 8:45 
- 4:30 

Retreat Goals 

• To encounter God and find a deeper relationship with Him 

• To understand freedom in Christ and experience His 

grace 

• To learn how to walk in spiritual victory 

• To learn how to help others experience God’s grace and 

love 

Cost is $40 (includes all materials, coffee & snacks, and lunch) 

Contact the church office if you are interested in attending:      

                 info@firstnaz.ca/403-242-1718 

Is there anybody out there that loves a great missions night? Well you 

are in luck because we have some coming up! 

There will be two missionary tours this fall on Canada West. 

Dr. Andrew & Judy Bennett : October 19th—November 3rd 

Dr. Anthony & Barbara Manswell:  November 2nd—17th  

If you aren’t sure if the missionaries are coming to your church, you 

can contact either Laurie Watton or Carolyn Herbert for a schedule. 

They are available to answer any 

questions you may have. 

As always all deputation offerings received are to be 

written to Church of the Nazarene Canada. 

 

Carolyn Herbert: carolynh@mcsnet.ca 

Laurie Watton: lauriewatton@gmail.com 
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Missionary Tours Fall 2019 

Set Free Retreat 

We will provide     

coffee, snacks, and 

lunch on Saturday  



Job Opening 

Skyview Church of the 

Nazarene is seeking a 

full-time Associate    

Pastor who has a clear 

sense of pastoral calling 

and who desires to serve 

the local church by   

supporting the senior 

pastor in leading 

Skyview church to fulfill 

its mission. 

Visit: 

www.skyviewchurch.ca 

for a full job description 

and application details. 

We are pleased to announce pastoral appointments in the following congregations: 

Ryan Herbert - Calgary East Church of the Nazarene 

Doug Webb - Sedgewick Community Church of the Nazarene 

Planning, teaching, and having fun with my Canada 

West Church Family!  What an amazing adventure! 

I would love to come along side you and 

your ministry team with your new fall 

ministries.  Also, is your church         

Nazarene Safe?  We have Nazarene Safe 

101 and Nazarene Safe 201 Training   

Sessions available!   

 

You can contact me at cwdkids@telus.net or 403-845-7089.  
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With sorrow and joy, the following friends and family of Canada West have passed away to be with our 

Heavenly Father: 

 

Grace Duckerling, mother of Judy Herbert, passed away peacefully on August  3rd. She is survived by her 

husband Clarence, 8 step-children, 3 daughters, 37 grandchildren, 79 great-grandchildren and 24 great-

great-grandchildren. Grace was actively involved in Nazarene churches in Lacombe, Olds, Calgary North 

Hill, Nanaimo, Red Deer Westpark, Red Deer First and Rocky Mountain House.  

Rev. Norman Ens passed away peacefully on September 2nd in Saskatoon, SK. He was survived by his 

wife Victoria, 4 children and many grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Norman was ordained in 1977 

and pastored four churches on Canada West; Thompson, Manitoba (74-76), Caroline (76-80), Eatonia (81-

82) & Battlefords (87-91, 92-93). 

Do you know your pastor? I mean do you really know your pastor? What are their     

hobbies? What do they like to eat? Where are they from?... These are the questions we all 

may have pondered at some point. Well today we can get some answers, we have polled 

all the pastors on the Canada West District to find out the things we are all wondering. In 

this edition, you get a chance to learn about Stuart Williams and Jonny Blake. 

Do You Know Your Pastor? Do You Know Your Pastor? 

1. What’s the name of your home town?  

Stuart: Cape Town South Africa 

Jonny: Carlisle, England 

 

3. How did you become a part of the Church 

of the Nazarene?  

Stuart: My parents were pastors in the Nazarene 

church  

Jonny: Through NTC (Manchester Nazarene col-

lege), plus it was across the road from my house.  

 

5. What is your favourite pastime?  

Stuart: hanging with my family watching a movie, 

squash, golf. 

Jonny: The world's greatest game: Football 

(wrongly called soccer!)  

 

7. If you are recommending a place to eat in 

your area, what place you say?  

Stuart: A Vietnamese Restaurant named "Pho Van." 

Jonny: Our house, you are welcome! Or freshii is 

close by :)  

2. Where are you currently serving?  

Stuart: Calgary Skyview 

Jonny: Edmonton Southside 

 

4. What is your favourite scripture?  

Stuart: John 5:1-18 "The Healing of the Man 

at the Pool" 

Jonny: Zephaniah 3.17 

 

6. My ideal vacation is...  

Stuart: visiting Cape Town, showing my kids 

and wife my hometown and spending time 

with my family. 

Jonny: Disneyland 

 

8. My favourite meal is...  

Stuart: Malay chicken curry 

Jonny: Fish & Chips 
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9. If I wasn’t a pastor, I would 

probably be....  

Stuart: an author 

Jonny:  A secret agent (The name’s 

Blake, Jonny Blake!)  

In Remembrance In Remembrance 



Canada West NYI Canada West NYI 
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Our University Update 
 

It is once more time for an update from Ambrose to our supporting de-
nominations. Below you will find information on key aspects of institu-
tional life including enrolment, personnel, finances, and events.  
 

Personnel Transitions 
This spring we were delighted to appoint three excellent new faculty 
members, each a replacement for faculty who have retired or moved on 
to positions elsewhere: Dr. Mark Bartel, Associate Professor of Music; Dr. 
Jon Coutts, Assistant Professor of Christian Theology; and Kathy Craw-
ford, Assistant Professor of Education (currently working towards her 
Doctor of Education degree).  

 

Renovations 
As well as routine maintenance that can only be carried out over the summer months, the major project on campus in 
July and August was the retrofitting of an existing classroom into a chemistry laboratory. The new lab provides necessary 
additional capacity for the Bachelor of Science program, and is fully compliant with all the equipment and regulatory re-
quirements for program accreditation. The creation of this laboratory was only made possible by a generous donor who 
provided designated funding for the project; the new lab will be named The Siegfried & Erika Gaida Laboratory in their 
honor. 
 

Financial Update 
Ambrose continues to work with a very lean budget – an austerity budget [which means we have frozen salaries and lim-
ited any new hires – even replacements – even if this means reducing our offerings and the level of services that we pro-
vide]. But there is light at the end of the tunnel. We have a conditional offer for the purchase of 14 acres of our “excess 
lands”; this sale will go through, we anticipate, at the end of 2020. The net result will be that we have a significant reduc-
tion in the indebtedness we have carried over the last ten years.     
 

Upcoming Event 
The 2019 edition of the Downey Lectures will be held on October 16 and 17 and will feature Dr. Elaine Storkey, Senior 
Member of Newnham College, Cambridge and former Director of the London Institute for Contemporary Christianity. 
The theme of the lectures will be “Scars Against Humanity: Understanding and Overcoming Violence Against Women”, 
also the title of her most recent book. 
 

Full-Year Enrolment* Headcount 

 
*”Full-year” covers the period September to June in each academic year. 
 
As the figures above show, headcount has remained steady for the past two years, although the number of classes each individual 
has taken has decreased somewhat in the same period. 
 
At time of writing, we are awaiting final numbers for Fall 2019, but we do not anticipate an increased enrolment, despite encourag-
ing growth in some of our key programs like the behavioural sciences – enhanced by the launch of the psychology degree – and          
education. 

Year Arts & Sci-
ence 

Education School of 
Ministry 

Undergraduate 
Open Studies 

Seminary Total Head-
count 

2015-2016 533 63 138 96 309 1139 

2016-2017 578 71 120 91 289 1149 

2017-2018 551 71 105 99 279 1105 

2018-2019 536 84 110 111 268 1109 

Our University Update 
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Online Church       

Attendee? 

The Board of General Superinten-

dents (BGS) approved the follow-

ing recommendation regarding 

Counting On-line Worship At-

tendance on December 4th, 2018. 

“Churches may include in their 

regular worship attendance the 

number of confirmed devices or 

individuals who have:  

1. Remained connected during 

at least 50% or 30 minutes of 

the streamed gathering or 

recorded content  

2. Engaged the broadcasting 

church by: • Online registra-

tion or identification • Pro-

vided an opportunity for 

personal participation or 

communication (Chat rooms, 

submission of prayer re-

quests, etc.)  

3. Received weekly personal 

contact/follow-up by a des-

ignated individual from the 

hosting congregation  

 

Church should indicate on-

campus and on-line attendance 

separately when reporting month-

ly worship attendance.  

Churches should take care to 

actively engage online partici-

pants in the same manner they do 

those present at their physical 

gatherings. Intentional efforts 

should be made to enter them into 

discipleship processes and, where 

possible, move them from the 

digital gathering to the physical 

gathering of the local congrega-

tion.”  
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BECOME A DISTRICT CHAMPION /REP FOR NCM CANADA  

· Attend NCM Canada meetings (by Zoom) and participate in videoconference calls.                                                         

· Engage with NCM Canada as per “Levels of Engagement with NCM Canada”                                                                    

· Become familiar with all NCMC promotional materials and how to access them.                                                            

· Become knowledgeable about how NCM Canada works and what kinds of projects 

NCM Canada funds.                       

· Coordinate and work with the District Superintendent and other district leaders in the promotion of NCM and of 

compassionate ministries through local churches, on the district.                

· Sit on district council(s) as NCM rep and represent NCM Canada at district events (NMI, SDMI, NYI, camps, youth 

events etc.)               

· Act as the “district point person” for NCM Canada to disseminate information and to promote the work of NCM  

Canada at the district level.              

· Refer persons and churches to the NCM Canada website for videos and NCM promotional materials        

· Distribute our promotional materials – newsletters, fliers, and recruit new subscribers         

· Like and share NCM Canada posts, tweets, etc. on social media and recruit new followers         

· Work with pastors, leaders, and churches to promote “compassion as a lifestyle” and facilitate ministries of     

compassion through local churches on the district            

· Providing information and “tools” to help equip churches           

· Speaking in Local churches about NCM Canada projects / opportunities for engagement         

· Being present with exhibits/displays at district events            

· Raising awareness of opportunities for involvement in compassionate ministries through giving and also through 

participation (eg. teams)              

· Collect stories and pictures of how individuals and churches on the district are living out “compassion as a life-

style”. (need to get the participants permission to use stories and pictures in NCM Canada promotion) 

For this position, there is an application process.                                                                                                      

See your DS or contact NCM Canada for an application form. 

BECOME A DISTRICT CHAMPION /REP FOR NCM CANADA  

Disaster Response Training 
 

Train for disaster response here in Canada October 29 and 30, 

2019. You can join in by Zoom. We will give you connection  

details.  

Just email the national office (ycristales@nazarene.ca) or 

Elaine Bumstead (elaine.ncmc@gmail.com).  

All trainees will receive a  T-shirt that says "Church of the  

Nazarene Canada, Disaster Response Volunteer"  

Sign up today! 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

August 11-13, 

2020      

Ambrose  

University 



Canada West 

District 
Church of the Nazarene 

 

1243 Erin Dr. SE., Airdrie, AB 

T4B 2H3 

Phone: 403-912-3043 

E-mail: cwdnaz@telus.net 

www.cwdnazarene.org 

If you have       

anything you 

would like in-

cluded in future 

issues of  ‘In The 

Loop’, send it to 

Mitch at: 

cwdnaz@telus.net  

Edmonton-Area Naz Summer Highlights Edmonton-Area Naz Summer Highlights 

Did You Know… 
 

 

At Thanksgiving in 

2016, 2.6 million 

whole turkeys were 

purchased by       

Canadians, equal to 

40% of all turkeys 

that were sold over 

the year.  

Did You Know… 

Like Us On Facebook 

facebook.com/

CanadaWestDis-

trictChurchOfTheNazarene/  

https://www.facebook.com/CanadaWestDistrictChurchOfTheNazarene/
https://www.facebook.com/CanadaWestDistrictChurchOfTheNazarene/
https://www.facebook.com/CanadaWestDistrictChurchOfTheNazarene/

