
The Touch of the Saviour 
 

What a difference a touch makes! Across the globe, someone passed 

along an invisible, innocuous virus to someone else – and now I can’t host 

our annual big family Easter dinner, or hug my kids, or worship in-person 

with my church family, or enjoy fellowship with friends in a boisterous 

restaurant. Nothing is the same anymore. I can’t count on routine or    

predictability. My world feels like it has been turned upside down. 

 

Our circumstances remind me of the world in which Jesus lived and 

taught. There was a routine and predictability. People knew who was in 

and who was out. Who was to be respected and who was to be              

ostracized. Everyone knew the rules, the rewards, the consequences.  

 

But then – Jesus reached out and blessed the children. Mark 9:36,37 shares about the simple gesture,  

 
36 He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to 

them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever         

welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” (NIV) 

 

What a difference a touch makes! Jesus came to turn the routine and predictable kingdom upside-

down. Little children who had nothing to give were welcomed. They were blessed. They were accepted. 

As we engage in this season of Lent and anticipate the celebration of Easter, may we be reminded of the 

loving and healing touch Christ has brought to our sinful, broken, rebellious hearts. We have nothing to 

offer – yet we are welcomed, blessed, accepted.  

 

What a difference a touch makes! May you know the loving embrace of a God who is still transforming 

lives. 
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April 2020 

Board of Ministry 

April 12th is Easter Offering 

 

David Prathipati is the pastor of Christian Assembly of South Asia (a church plant of 

Winnipeg River of Life Church). This past Christmas they were able to reach out to 

more than 300 people in this one event alone. They begin with singing Christmas 

carols in various Indian languages and then present the Gospel and explain that the 

central figure in Christmas is Jesus through a short message, followed by dinner. 

Here are some highlights of the event: 

Christmas in Winnipeg ( विविपेग में विसमस ) 



For Sale 
 

Skyview Community Church has some sound equipment for sale: 
• 5 EV speakers 

• 2 Peavy speakers, unknown status 

• 1 wedge speaker 

• 2 speaker stands 

• 1 bass amp speaker (likely broken but maybe easy to fix) 

• 1 broken amp if someone wants it 
 
If any of this is of interest to you, please contact their  
church office: admin@skyviewchurch.ca 
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Online Church 
 

The following churches on Canada West are offering online options for 

Sunday morning worship during the COVID-19 crisis:  

 

Airdrie Family Life ~ Calgary East ~ Calgary First ~ Calgary Skyview  

Caroline ~ Edmonton 1st ~ Edmonton Southside ~ High Prairie 

Innisfail ~ Lacombe Woodland Dr. ~ Lethbridge ~ Medicine Hat Glenview 

Red Deer 1st ~ Red Deer West Park ~ Rimbey ~ Rocky Mountain House 

 Saskatoon ~ Sedgewick ~ Stettler ~ Sundre Main Ave. Fellowship 

 Wainwright ~ Westlock ~ Winnipeg New Life ~ Winnipeg River of  Life 

 

You can view on Facebook Live, ZOOM, YouTube or on their respective website. If  

you are looking to connect, there is quite a few options to choose from. 

Online Church 

The upcoming Spark  

Conference has been postponed 

until next year. The dates for 

next year’s event will be:      

May 27-29, 2021 



On February 23rd, the New Hope Community Church of the Nazarene 
celebrated 60 years of ministry in the city of Winnipeg, Manitoba. The 

church had 106 people in attendance and over 400 viewed the         
Facebook live video of the event. People checked in from different parts 

of North America and some from overseas.  There was great fellowship 
and reminiscing. Rev. Vern Hannah, the second pastor of Beulah 

Church of the Nazarene, now New Hope  Community Church of the 

Nazarene, was the speaker for the event.  

New Hope’s 60th Celebration New Hope’s 60th Celebration 
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Congratulations to Jason Sedore, pastor 
of Edmonton First Church of the         

Nazarene, who recently completed his 
Doctor of  Ministry degree in Semiotics 

and Future Studies   

A Doctor in the House 

Anybody Wanna Go 

To Florida? 



It Happened in April... 

1st: Nunavut is established as a Canadian territory carved out of the eastern part of the Northwest Territories. (1999) 

2nd: Rita Johnston becomes the first female Premier of a Canadian province when she succeeds William Vander Zalm (who 
had resigned) as Premier of British Columbia. (1991) 

3rd: Apple Inc. released the first generation iPad, a tablet computer. (2010) 

4th: Martin Luther King Jr. is assassinated by James Earl Ray at a motel in Memphis, Tennessee. (1968) 

5th: In Japan, the Akashi Kaikyō Bridge opens to traffic, becoming the longest bridge span in the world. (1998) 

6th: In Athens, the opening of the first modern Olympic Games is celebrated, 1,500 years after the original games are 
banned by Roman emperor Theodosius I. (1896) 

7th: Winston Churchill resigns as Prime Minister of the United Kingdom amid indications of failing health. (1955) 

8th: At Atlanta–Fulton County Stadium, Hank Aaron hits his 715th career home run to surpass Babe Ruth's 39-year-old 
record. (1974) 

9th: Charles, Prince of Wales marries Camilla Parker Bowles in a civil ceremony at Windsor's Guildhall. (2005) 

10th: The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald is first published in New York City, by Charles Scribner's Sons. (1925) 

11th: Apollo 13 is launched. (1970) 

12th: During World War I, Canadian forces successfully complete the taking of Vimy Ridge from the Germans. (1917) 

13th: Tiger Woods becomes the youngest golfer to win the Masters Tournament. (1997) 

14th: A severe hailstorm strikes Sydney, Australia causing A$2.3 billion in insured damages, the most costly natural      
disaster in Australian history. (1999) 

15th: The British passenger liner RMS Titanic sinks in the North Atlantic at 2:20 a.m., two hours and forty minutes after 
hitting an iceberg. Only 710 of 2,227 passengers and crew on board survive. (1912) 

16th: Bernard Baruch first applies the term "Cold War" to describe the relationship between the United States and 
the Soviet Union. (1947) 

17th: The People's Republic of Bangladesh is formed. (1971) 

18th: Yankee Stadium: "The House that Ruth Built" opens. (1923) 

19th: Fidel Castro resigns as First Secretary of the Communist Party of Cuba after holding the title since July 1961. (2011) 

20th: Danica Patrick wins the Indy Japan 300 becoming the first female driver in history to win an Indy car race. (2008) 

21st: Nintendo launches the original Game Boy in Japan. (1989) 

22nd: Optical fiber is first used to carry live telephone traffic. (1977) 

23rd: Coca-Cola changes its formula and releases New Coke. The response is overwhelmingly negative, and the original 
formula is back on the market in less than three months. (1985) 

24th: The Hubble Space Telescope is launched from the Space Shuttle Discovery. (1990) 

25th: Boris Yeltsin's funeral: The first to be sanctioned by the Russian Orthodox Church for a head of state since the      
funeral of Emperor Alexander III in 1894. (2007) 

26th: A nuclear reactor accident occurs at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant in the Soviet Union (now Ukraine), creating 
the world's worst nuclear disaster. (1986) 

27th: Benito Mussolini is arrested by Italian partisans in Dongo, while attempting escape disguised as a German soldier. 
(1945) 

28th: The Dark Side of the Moon by Pink Floyd, recorded in Abbey Road Studios goes to number one on the 
US Billboard chart, beginning a record-breaking 741-week chart run. (1973)  

29th: After refusing induction into the United States Army the previous day, Muhammad Ali is stripped of his boxing title. 
(1967) 

30th: The animated cartoon short Porky's Hare Hunt debuts in movie theaters, introducing Happy Rabbit, an early       
version of Bugs Bunny. (1938) 



Do you know your pastor? I mean do you really know your pastor? What are their hobbies? What do they 

like to eat? Where are they from?... These are the questions we all may have pondered at some point. Well 

today we can get some answers, we have polled all the pastors on the Canada West District to find out the 

things we are all wondering. The December version gives you get a chance to learn about Tim Enns and 

Shelly Norris. 

Do You Know Your Pastor? Do You Know Your Pastor? 

2. Where are you currently serving?  

Tim: Winnipeg New Hope Community 

Church of the Nazarene 

Shelly: Caroline Church of the Nazarene 

 

4. What is your favourite scripture?  

Tim: Hebrews 12:1-2  

Shelly: Luke 19:10 & John 20:21 

 

6. My ideal vacation is...  

Tim: Fishing and Snorkeling   

Shelly: Near a lake or ocean 

 

8. My favourite meal is...  

Tim: Varenyky (Mennonite cottage cheese 

perogies), Farmer sausage and Schmaunt 

Fat (Cream Gravy) And BBQ Brisket goes 

well with anything!  

Shelly: Seafood 

9. If I wasn’t a pastor, I would 

probably be....  

Tim: Southern Barbecue Pit-Master  

Shelly:  ...Dead 
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1. What’s the name of your home town?  

Tim: I consider Prince Albert my hometown be-
cause that is where I lived from 12 years old on and 
my family is still there. Prior to that I lived in 
Thompson, Brandon and Wapella.  

Shelly: Arrowwood, Alberta  

 

3. How did you become a part of the Church 

of the Nazarene?  

Tim: My Family joined the church in Brandon 

Manitoba when I was 5 

Shelly: Came for an internship and never left  

 

5. What is your favourite pastime?  

Tim: Fishing 

Shelly: Kayaking 

 

7. If you are recommending a place to eat in 

your area, what place you say?  

Tim: Carnival Brazilian BBQ  

Shelly: Silver Gate 

Looking For Hymn Books 
 

  Calgary East Church of the Nazarene is in need of   

     some hymn books.   

       If you have hymn books that look like the ones to   

         the left and you have some that you can donate   

           to the Calgary East church, then please let the 

             district office know. 
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I hope that you are doing 
well and staying healthy during this time. It is a difficult time    

indeed, but we have tried to make the best of a bad situation with 
some fun activities and contests. One of the contests being the 

“Silliest Costume with your Favorite Scripture Verse”. All you had to do was post a 
picture of yourself in a silly costume with your favourite verse on the Canada West 
Kids Facebook Group. Here is one of me 
 

Here is a look at those who posted their silly costumes and verse: 

 
 

All participants will be receiving the book "Instant Bible Dramas by Nick Ransom" 
to use while they are at home, and then when Church is back in session they can 

"gift" it to their favorite Children's Church teacher at their church.  This book is one 
of Miss Sheri's Favorite Books!! 

 

There will be more contests on our Facebook Page - Stay tuned for more Family 
Ministry Fun! (https://www.facebook.com/groups/698708690901086/) 

 
If you are a parent, grandparent, children's ministry worker, etc. I am here to help 
and support you with resources, family ministry ideas, and prayer.  Please feel free 

to contact me at 403-845-7089, or cwdkids@telus.net.  

Stephanie (Olds Hope Pointe) Reece, Bentley, Charlee (Airdrie Family Life)  Kylee, Sakura (Red Deer 1st) 

Darlene (Medicine Hat Glenview) Faith, Maddie and Zeph (Edmonton Southside) 

Noah & Joshua (Winnipeg New Hope) 

Edward, Charlotte, Victoria, and Anastasia (Fort Saskatchewan) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/698708690901086/
mailto:cwdkids@telus.net


9 

The Early Days of Live Streaming... The Early Days of Live Streaming... 

SDMI Stats      

Reporting 
Due to limits placed 
on group meetings 
due to the Covid-19   
virus, the SDMI 
Office is suspending 
all reporting of  
SDMI numbers to 
the Global Ministry 
Center until further 
notice. In the       
interim, focus on 
praying and caring 
for one another. 

Keep record of  the 
ways your church is 
ministering to   
others within your 
community.  Your 
district leadership 
may have additional 
instructions on how 
to be the hands and 
voice of  Christ in 
this time of  crisis.  

At an appropriate 
time in the future 
everyone will      
receive additional 
information as to 
how to account for 
this unprecedented 
time on the Annual 
Pastor’s Report.  



2020 Summer Camp Dates 
 

Grade 1-2: July 5th (4 PM) - 7th (1 PM) Grade 3-4: July 1st (10 AM) - July 4th (10 AM) 

Grade 5-6: July 8th (10 AM) - July 11th (4 PM) Grade 7-8: July 14th (1 PM) - July 18th (1 PM) 

Grade 9-12: July 20th (1 PM) - July 25th (1 PM) 

Family Camp: July 31st – August 9th  

 

 

These are interesting times for our world, for our families and for 
ourselves. We find ourselves having our world rattled and we are 
adjusting to a new normal that seems to change every day. Many 
of the things that had become normal for us, just aren’t normal 
anymore.  

You are very important to us as a friend of Camp Harmattan. Your support over the years has ena-
bled Camp Harmattan to become the place that we all love and a place of profound impact and 
strong relationships. This will not change regardless of the spread of COVID-19 or not. We are 
committed to this in even deeper ways and will be sharing some new ways that you will be able 
to experience a bit of Harmattan in your own home and family. Please watch our website and so-
cial media over the next few weeks to see some of the unique experiences being released from 
Camp Harmattan. 

As a staff team, we are still working to prepare for Summer 2020. Our Student Camps are being 
worked on and the details that make our summer so special are being cemented in the weeks 
ahead. There might be a few aspects that we “release” over the next few weeks to get you excit-
ed about what you will experience this summer. Our commitment to the hundreds of students 
who have already registered for camp is to be ready for the summer once we get the clearance 
from our Alberta Health and government officials to reopen camp. 

Some of you might be thinking that there is no chance we will be able to reopen for the summer 
as we are in the midst of this crisis. Even on our year round team there are days where things 
seem hopeless and other days where we are filled with hope. At the end of the day, we are com-
mitted to doing everything within our power to be ready for the summer and to make summer 
2020 be our best summer yet! 

We hope to have you join us for Casual Camping, Family Camp, or just dropping in for a walk 
along the river once we are open again and the Coronavirus has passed. Your relationship with us 
means more to us than you understand. The mosaic of Camp Harmattan is beautiful because of 
your relationship with us. Please know that we are praying for you and would deeply appreciate 
you continuing to pray for us. 

 

A Word From Harmattan A Word From Harmattan 

2020 Summer Camp Dates 



 

Upcoming  

At AMBROSE! 
 

 

Upcoming  

At AMBROSE! 

Course description: An examination of the biblical, historical, and theological foundations of healing 

and deliverance ministry. The course begins by surveying biblical accounts and moments in Christian 

history in which God acts to heal and deliver his people—most fully expressed in Jesus’ inauguration of 

the kingdom of God, with its marks of physical healing and release from demonic oppression. It also 

analyzes the ways in which segments of the church have continued these practices and provides         

opportunities to experience the ministry of healing and deliverance.  
  

Course details: Runs from Monday April 27th to Friday May 1st, 2020, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm.  $200.00 for 

laypeople and pastors, who are not current students at Ambrose University or Seminary.  Available for 

either undergraduate or seminary credit at Ambrose University at regular tuition rates. Nazarene    

pastors: this course is available for CEU credit. This course will be live-streamed.  
  

For more information about the course and registration, please contact Dr. Rob Snow: 

rsnow@ambrose.edu.   
  

This course is co-taught by Dr. Rob Snow and Dr. Doug Balzer. Dr. Snow is Associate Professor of New   

Testament at Ambrose University and is an ordained elder in the Church of the Nazarene. Dr. Balzer is a    

spiritual renewal catalyst and serves as the Director of Innovation in the Western Canadian District of the 

Christian and Missionary Alliance.  

SPRING 2020 Course Offering at Ambrose University:  

By the Finger of God: The History and Practice of Healing 

and Deliverance  

In Loving Memory In Loving Memory 
Rev. Leslie Porter passed away peacefully on Feb 11, 2020. Leslie was born December 14, 1935. He was the sixth of seven children born 

to Joseph and Elizabeth Porter of Thornton-Clevelys, Lancashire, England. 

Leslie was called for National Service in the British Army at the age of 18. His service included time in Hong Kong. During his twenties, 

he felt a call to the Christian ministry and embarked on three years of theological training at the British Isles Nazarene College in    

Manchester, England. He pastored for four churches as single man and was ordained in 1964. 

He emigrated to Alberta, Canada in 1968; following his father’s death. He met Gladys Barrie, who was a teacher, and they were       

married in Leslie’s hometown of Thornton-Clevelys in 1971. Leslie and Gladys were blessed with their chosen daughter, Angela Kristin, 

during the month of January 1974 in British Columbia, Canada. 

Leslie spent nearly twenty years as a Pastor as part of the church of the Nazarene in England, Scotland, BC, Alberta and Ontario. He 

also spent about twenty as a nursing attendant, including eleven years with veterans under the Canadian Federal government at the 

Saskatoon Veteran’s Home. During their time in Canada, Leslies and Gladys fostered twenty-five children. 

Following their retirement, Gladys and Leslie moved to Olds, Alberta and subsequently to Calgary in order to help raise their         

grandchildren. Leslie passed away peacefully after nearly three years of battling metastatic colon cancer. He was predeceased by his 

parents, Joseph and Elizabeth; his sister, Ruth; his brothers, Joseph, Richard, Ronald and Norman; and his wife of forty-five years, 

Gladys Elaine. Left to treasure his memory are his daughter Angela Kristin (Louis); his grandsons, Justin and Cristian; his brother James 

(Sheena); and many nieces and nephews.  



Canada West 

District 
Church of the Nazarene 

 

1243 Erin Dr. SE., Airdrie, AB 

T4B 2H3 

Phone: 403-912-3043 

E-mail: cwdnaz@telus.net 

www.cwdnazarene.org 

 

If you have anything 

you would like         

included in future       

issues of   

‘In The Loop’ 

 send it to Mitch at:  
 

cwdnaz@gmail.com  

 

PALCON 2020 

has been  

cancelled due to 

the ongoing  

COVID-19  

pandemic 

My Success 
By Rev. Douglas Webb 
 

Sitting at my desk one day, 
I had a sudden urge to pray. 
I didn’t know how long I’d be, 
It was just the Lord and me. 
 

My prayer was spent for troubled folk, 
For adults, teens and little folk -  
And as I prayed for the Church that day, 
I felt the need to pray this way: 
 

   “If we’re going to see the lost won for You 
   My tongue will really need to speak true. 
   For questions and answers demanded of me, 
   My heart needs to be stayed on Thee. 
 

   “When my confidence seems so small, 
   I need to remember who is Lord of all. 
   And when I don’t feel Your presence near, 
   I’ll go by faith and trust You’ll hear.” 
 

I ended my prayer “In Jesus Name,” 
And went ahead to face the game –  
The game of life that comes to all 
And knowing my Lord won’t let me fall. 
 

I thank the Lord for answered prayer, 
And know deep down my God does care. 
He cares for me, no matter the need, 
And really desires for me to succeed. 


